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 Chapter 22: Health (Part 2) 

1. dentist 

2. dentist 

3. blood 

4. circulation 

5. blood pressure 

6. heart 

7. heart 

8. heart attack 

9. mind, brain, mental, psychological 

10. stroke 

11. stroke 

12. nose bleed, runny nose 

13. drool, saliva 

14. IV 

15. draw blood, blood test 

16. bathroom, urine, pee 

17. defecate 

18. constipated 

19. diarrhea 

20. seizure, can’t sleep, toss and turn 

21. hair 

22. bald 

23. pill, tablet 

24. spit 

25. nausea, gross, disgusting, revolting 

26. bones, poison, venom 

27. break, fracture 

28. sprain 

29. sprain 

30. muscle 

31. surgery, operate 

32. body, physical 

33. therapy, treatment 

34. physical therapy 

35. cancer 

36. pregnant 

37. pregnant 

38. sneeze 

39. sneeze 

40. bless you 

41. wrap, bandage 

42. allergy 

43. alright, okay, rights 

44. addicted 

45. braces 

46. cast 

47. contact lenses 

48. so-so, kind of, sort of 

49. go to bed 

50. mammogram 

51. emergency, urgent 

52. infection, insurance 

53. injection, vaccine 

54. sweet, sugar, diabetes 

55. prescription 

56. examine, look into, research, check 

57. examine, check 

58. examine, check, analyze 

59. MRI, CT, body scan 

60. ambulance 

 



Grammar & Deaf Culture:

Chapter 22:
Health (Part 2)



Health Literacy
Health literacy is defined as the degree to 
which individuals have the capacity to 
obtain, process, and understand basic health 
information needed to make appropriate 
health decisions.

About 9 out of 10 American adults have 
some challenges with health literacy and 
may not have the background needed to do 
things, such as fill out complicated forms or 
manage a chronic disease. 



A number of factors may influence an 
individual’s health literacy such as:

Factors that Influence Health Literacy

- Living in poverty
- Education
- Race/ethnicity
- Age
- Disability



• Essential health-related materials
• Prescription bottles
• Appointment slips
• Responsibility for

one’s own health
• Responsibility for

family’s health
• Communication

with providers

Effects of Limited Health Literacy
Having limited health literacy can limit a 
person’s ability to understand:



Communication and language barriers isolate Deaf 
people from mass media, healthcare messages, 
and health care communication, which when 
coupled with social marginalization, places them 
at a high risk for inadequate health literacy.

Deaf individuals have limited health literacy and 
poor health status due to low health literacy. They 
continue to experience barriers accessing health 
information, accessing health care, and 
participating in research which limits abilities to 
achieve ideal health.

Health Literacy and the Deaf



If you are thinking about becoming a 
healthcare interpreter, consider your own level 
of health literacy. Before you take interpreting 
work in the healthcare setting, you will need 
to have a high level of health literacy. 

Health Literacy and Interpreters



New interpreters entering the field should NOT
interpret in the medical setting until they have 
adequate interpreting experience and master 
several skills beyond interpreting skills such as:

Health Literacy and Interpreters

• Adequate health literacy
• Knowledge of medical terminology
• Knowledge of human disease
• Knowledge of common medical procedures
• Understanding of the US healthcare system
• Understanding of the structure/hierarchy 

within the system
• Rights of patients



Otology is a branch of medicine which 
studies normal and pathological anatomy 
and physiology of the ear (hearing and 
vestibular sensory systems and related 
structures and functions) as well as their 
diseases, diagnosis and treatment.

Fields Related to Deafness



Otologists (also called neurotologists) are 
physicians who in addition to their ENT 
requirements continue their specialized training 
for an additional year or more in diseases of the 
ear, including trauma (injury), cancer, and nerve 
pathway disorders, which affect hearing and 
balance.

Fields Related to Deafness



Otolaryngologists
Doctors who have advanced
training in disorders of the 
ear, nose, throat and head 
and neck. They are trained 
in the medical and surgical 
management and treatment of patients with 
diseases and disorders of the ear, nose, throat, 
and related structures of the head and neck. 

Fields Related to Deafness

*** also called ear-nose-and-throat, or ENT, doctors ***



Audiology is a branch of science that studies 
hearing, balance, and related disorders.

Audiologists specialize in identifying, 
diagnosing, treating, and monitoring 
disorders of the auditory and vestibular 
systems. They are trained to diagnose, 
manage and/or treat hearing, tinnitus, or 
balance problems. They dispense, manage, 
and rehabilitate hearing aids and assess 
candidacy for and map cochlear implants. 

Fields Related to Deafness



Audiologists must earn a doctorate in order 
to begin practicing. The doctoral degree in 
audiology (AudD) is a four-year graduate 
program that you can enter while having a 
bachelor’s degree in any field. They are NOT
medical doctors nor are able to prescribe 
medication.

Audiologists Education



If hearing loss is identified, audiologists 
determine which portions of hearing 
(high, middle, or low frequencies) are 
affected, to what degree (severity of 
loss), and where the lesion causing the 
hearing loss is found (outer ear, middle 
ear, inner ear, auditory nerve and/or 
central nervous system). 

Audiologists Responsibilities



• Counsel families through a new diagnosis 
of hearing loss in infants

• Help teach coping and compensation 
skills to late-deafened adults

• Help design and implement personal and 
industrial hearing safety programs

Audiologists Responsibilities (cont.)



• newborn hearing screening programs
• school hearing screening programs
• provide special or custom fitted ear 

plugs and other hearing protection 
devices to help prevent hearing loss. 

Audiologists Responsibilities (cont.)



Audiologists Hearing Tests



The Audiogram
An audiogram is a graph that shows the 
softest sounds a person can hear at 
different pitches or frequencies. The 
closer the marks are to the top of the 
graph, the softer the sounds that 
person can hear. Where the patient's 
results fall on the audiogram indicate 
the different degrees of hearing loss. 



The Audiogram



NOTE:
The right ear are marked with a red “O" and the 
results for the left ear are marked with a blue “X”.



The Audiogram



Mild Hearing Loss
Audiometric thresholds 
ranging from 25-40 dB 
HL constitutes a mild 

hearing loss. 

Profound Hearing Loss
Audiometric thresholds 
greater than 90 dB HL 
constitutes a profound 

hearing loss.



Normal
Hearing

Unilateral 
Deafness of the 

Left Ear



Vocational Rehabilitation (VR)

Every state has a vocational rehabilitation agency 
that is designed to help individuals with 
disabilities meet their employment goals. 

Vocational rehabilitation agencies assist 
individuals with disabilities to prepare for, obtain, 
maintain, or regain employment.

VR is a U.S. Department of
Education funded program
that provides these services
in every state.



To qualify for VR services, an individual must:
• Have a physical or mental impairment that 

presents a substantial barrier to employment
• Be able to benefit from VR services to achieve 

employment.

Vocational Rehabilitation Qualification

VR can require input from 
a range of health care 
professionals and other 
non-medical disciplines 
such as disability 
employment advisors, 
career counsellors, etc.



While, traditionally, the focus of vocational 
rehabilitation was job retention, an increased 
focus on an all-encompassing approach has 
become popular in contemporary approaches.

Vocational Rehabilitation Benefits

• Hearing aids
• Glasses
• Tuition/books
• Interpreter

services
• Other related

assistive devices

VR can often pay for:
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