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16. 21. 26.

17. 22. 27.

18. 23. 28.

19. 24. 29.

20. 25. 30.
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32. 37. 42.

33. 38. 43.

34. 39. 44.

35. 40. 45.
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46. 51. 56.

47. 52. 57.

48. 53. 58.

49. 54. 59.

50. 55. 60.
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 Chapter 9: Opposites

1. question 

2. question 

3. ask 

4. ask, request 

5. answer, reply, respond, report 

6. in 

7. out 

8. up 

9. down 

10. open 

11. close, shut 

12. good, well 

13. bad 

14. fast, quick, rapid, speed 

15. slow 

16. connect, join, belong 

17. disconnect, breakup 

18. long 

19. short, soon, temporary, brief 

20. tall 

21. tall, adult 

22. short, child 

23. start, begin, commence, initiate 

24. stop 

25. end, complete, results 

26. join, participate 

27. quit, resign 

28. only, alone 

29. always 

30. never 

31. first 

32. last, final 

33. find, pick, select 

34. lose, misplace 

35. right, correct, proper 

36. wrong, mistake, error, by accident 

37. hard, difficult, problem, tough 

38. hard, difficult, problem, tough 

39. hard, solid 

40. easy 

41. almost, nearly 

42. soft 

43. can, capable, could, ability, possible 

44. can’t 

45. before, prior 

46. after, next 

47. after, next, across, over 

48. ahead 

49. behind 

50. plus, positive, pros, advantage 

51. minus, negative, cons, disadvantages 

52. improve, get better 

53. worsen, deteriorate 

54. worsen, deteriorate 

55. show up, pop up, appear 

56. disappear 

57. bright, light, obvious, clear 

58. dark 

59. right 

60. left 



Grammar & Deaf Culture:

Chapter 9:
Opposites



Intensity:
When a sign is intensified, it changes the 

concept being signed to a greater degree. 

This can mean bigger, smaller, faster, 

slower, more, very, really, etc.

TWO things always

change when a sign is

intensified:

1. The sign itself

2. NMMs



Intensity Examples:
HOUSE to MANSION

HUNGRY to STARVING

PRETTY to GORGEOUS

HARD to VERY DIFFICULT



Comparatives and Superlatives:
Adjectives can be comparative (comparing) or 

superlative (showing highest degree). 

In English:

Comparative = “-er” or more

Superlative = “-est” or most

In ASL: 



Comparatives and Superlatives:
Examples: 

GOOD BETTER BEST

NICE, NICER, NICEST
BIG, BIGGER, BIGGEST

Other Examples: 



Getting a Deaf Person’s Attention:
Many hearing people think you have to scream, 

wave your hands frantically, or flash lights to get 

a Deaf person’s attention. This is not necessary. 

A light shoulder tap or a wave for them to notice 

you is appropriate and most commonly used.



In the case of a room full of Deaf 

people, the room lights will be flashed 

to get everyone’s attention at one. If 

one person is addressing the group, 

he/she will usually

Stand in an elevated

Position (such as a

chair or platform) so

everyone can see.

Deaf Group Attention:



The Deaf Peddler

• Common in the 1800s 
• No options for Deaf people
• Peaked in the 1950s when many 

Deaf lost their jobs
• Today there is no need for 

peddling (many opportunities, 
jobs, education, laws)

• Deaf peddling HURTS the Deaf 
community (bad image)

• NEVER give them money; it 
enables them

Activity where a Deaf person approaches you asking for 
money in return for an alphabet card or small gift



Traditionally, Residential Schools have had a long and 
respected history in this country. They are
well known for being centers of Deaf Culture and most 
Deaf kids who attend them eventually learn ASL.

Residential Schools for the Deaf



Residential Schools for the Deaf
Have a comprehensive academic, health, and socialization 
program including dormitory living equipped for students 
who are deaf. 
• Most programs serve preschool ages through grade 12
• All staff and personnel are expected to communicate with 

students fluently (in ASL) in all areas: academic, 
recreation, sports, leisure, field trips, and residential 
settings. 

• Many view residential life as the ideal opportunity for 
students who are deaf to become familiar with and 
acculturated into the Deaf community.

• Communication is not a barrier to social
• Provides a great opportunity for socialization and is a 

great environment for developing self-worth.



Total Communication
A philosophy of communication
Using ANY means necessary to communicate

with a client including:

• Gestures

• Pictures

• Signs

• Props

• Symbols

• ANYTHING

else that

will help!

NOTE: Total Communication is NOT SimCom!



Linguistics
The study of

Language is

known

as Linguistics.

Remember:
ASL and English are completely different languages!

• Although they share some characteristics,

they differ in grammar, syntax, and structure!



Paralinguistics
Refers to everything that is not vocabulary
• Sometimes called “Body Language” or “Paralanguage”
• In spoken language, the properties of speech that people 

use to inflect meaning or their verbal language
• Accounts for 80% of communication

English Examples:
speed, loudness, 
tone, pitch, sighing, 
laughing, sobbing, 
eye gaze, etc.
ASL Examples:
NMM, Eye gaze, 
Speed, Intensity, etc.
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