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 Chapter 7: People & Occupations 

1. person 

2. person 

3. individual 

4. people 

5. friend 

6. best friend, good friend 

7. group 

8. agency, association 

9. class 

10. department 

11. family 

12. group 

13. organization 

14. society 

15. team 

16. attitude 

17. personality 

18. quality 

19. character 

20. character 

21. audience, crowd 

22. neighbor, next to, beside 

23. sweetheart, boyfriend, girlfriend 

24. single 

25. bachelor 

26. policeman, officer, cop 

27. firefighter 

28. thief, robber 

29. hypocrite, two-faced 

30. principal 

31. army, soldier, military 

32. war, battle 

33. king 

34. queen 

35. prince, princess 

36. kingdom 

37. crown 

38. control, reign, manage, direct, rule 

39. boss, captain, coach, in charge 

40. president, superintendent 

41. assistant, aid 

42. secretary 

43. work, labor, duty, job, business 

44. busy, occupied 

45. appointment, reserve 

46. situation, circumstance, scenario 

47. culture 

48. environment 

49. senior citizen 

50. match, fit, roommate 

51. welcome, guest, invite, hire, introduce 

52. fire 

53. excuse, forgive, pardon, waive, exempt, layoff 

54. paint 

55. paint 

56. camera, take a picture 

57. picture, image, photograph 

58. machine, engine, motor, factory 

59.  appoint, assign 

60. print, publish, press, newspaper 



Grammar & Deaf Culture:

Chapter 7:
People & Occupations



Plurals
A plural shows more than one.

There is more than one way to 

create plurals in ASL.

- Repetition

- Quantifiers

- Classifiers



Plurals: REPETITION
The sign may be REPEATED.

Examples: BOY, GIRL, BOOK

NOTE: Some signs cannot be repeated so 
they must be moved across the signing 
space.

Examples:
TREE, CHILD,
MORNING



Plurals: QUANTIFIERS
The sign may be QUANTIFIED, 
meaning a quantity is signed 
before.

Specific Quantity Examples:

FOUR, BOTH, COUPLE, 100    

Non-specific Quantity Examples:
MANY, A LOT, SOME, ALL



Plurals: CLASSIFIERS
Plurals can be shown through
the use of classifiers.



GLOSS
A written representation of ASL.

• All capital letters

• NOT the written

form of ASL. There is none!

Examples:

YOUR NAME WHAT?

MY MOTHER WHO M-A-R-Y

TOMORROW I EAT WILL



CODAs
A CODA which stands for Child Of Deaf Adult,
is a person who was raised by a deaf parent or 
guardian.

• Many CODAs identify with both deaf and hearing 
cultures

• The acronym KODA (Kid Of Deaf Adult) is 
sometimes used to refer to CODAs under the
age of 18

• Because most hearing CODAs are raised in visual 
signing environments, some face difficulty with 
social and cultural norms that differ from the 
norms within their deaf community. 



CODAs (continued)

• For most CODA’s, ASL is their first or 
native language even though they 
can hear.

• Many CODAs receive enough 
exposure to spoken language 
models through:

• Extended family members
• Neighbors
• Classmates
• Television

• Some CODAs require speech 
therapy, due to limited exposure to 
spoken language. Some CODAs can 
also feel that they don't fully fit in 
with either culture.



• 90% of Deaf children are 
have hearing parents

• Most are not diagnosed 
until age 2-5 years old

• They tend to have little to 
no language exposure 
(spoken OR signed) during 
their first years of life, 
causing a language 
development delay

• Learning to read and write 
standard English is often a 
struggle for deaf students

Deaf Children



Deaf Education
There are TWO main ways of 

educating Deaf children:
The Manual Method: 

• Uses Sign Language

The Oral Method:

• NO Sign Language allowed

• Emphasis on speech, hearing,

lip-reading, etc.

• Supporters of this method are 

known as “Oralists”

NOTE: Some programs will use 

both methods, this is called the

bi-lingual / bi-cultural approach.

Which is best? DEPENDS on the child



Cued Speech
Method that uses specially devised hand 

configurations that represent certain sounds in 

English, which are not fully visible on the lips. Its 

purpose is to facilitate articulation and lip reading.
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